
Miller_2002

WWW.MARSSOCIETY.ORG*

THE OFFICIAL MARS SOCIETY WEB SITE

Harold Miller
Mars Society Webmaster

 MS@NW.NET.

THE HISTORY OF THE MARS SOCIETY WEB SITE

Before the Mars Society was founded, Dr. Robert Zubrin gave speeches, introducing his concept
of a manned mission to Mars to groups all over the nation. I met him at one of those lectures, in
my home town of Grants Pass, Oregon early in 1996. After the session, I asked him for the
address of his Web site. When he told me that he had none, I offered to create one.  His site,
http://mars.nw.net  is still in pretty much it’s original form. When the Mars Society was officially
started, I created a separate site, just for them. The first domain name was soon registered, and
several were added over the next few years. The site, and the movement, grew.

After the 1999 convention, the site was moved to a Canadian web host, because of the increased
traffic to the site. In early 2002, the site was moved again, this time to INTERLAND,  the
nations largest Web Hosting company, and I was asked to again become Webmaster. This is
where the site resides at this time. The membership database, and several smaller databases are
also hosted with INTERLAND.

TODAY’S WEB SITE
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Today (third quarter of 2002) the web site consists of over a gigabyte of data, images, sounds,
and web pages. Some of the larger Multimedia files are served by our own archive server,
located in Southern Oregon

We have links to many services available to our members and the general public. From the main
page,  users can jump to the NEWMARS Bulletin Board System, the On-Line Chat System,  our
Mars Store, and links to the Member’s Only area. Current events, news and projects are all
available for those folks interested in Mars, or the Mars Society.

As you scroll down through the first web page, you will see older news items, links to Mars
related sites, and links to our on-going projects. This main page is usually updated weekly,
sometimes several times a day. Information, articles, bulletins and news items come from our
members, HQ, and items I receive or discover myself.

Communication Aids

Many people cooperate to give the web site its depth and breadth of scope. The web site at
WWW.NewMars.Com  is run by Adrian Hon. This link provides the Mars Society with a
Bulletin Board Service, allowing “conversations” to continue on a variety of subjects. You can



follow the “threads” of discussions on many different areas of interest, including the “How”,
“Why” and “When” of actually getting humans to Mars.

Thanks to folks like Bruce Mackenzie and Randall Severy, we have the ability to hold meetings
online. The Mars Society Chapters Meeting Server allows a group of people to talk (type) in
real-time, in a controlled environment. The organizer of a meeting can control who is heard and
when. With the entire meeting on-line there is no need to take minutes, as anyone can log
everything to their computer!

The Database

Any organization has a need to keep records and files. The Mars Society is no different, and a lot
of those files are kept in secure, on-line storage. Members can access, update and  review their
own records, and on-line passwords via the “Members Only” link on our front web page.
Headquarters can generate reports and mailing from any location that has INTERNET access.
Anyone can join the Mars Society, and pay for it on-line, or renew their existing membership.
All of these features are possible because of the linkage between the SQL database server and
our web forms. This is a new feature, and still has a few kinks in it, but I am sure that it will
provide for an easier, faster, more secure method of financial payment in the near future. At this
time we can process Credit Cards, and accept payment through the PayPal service.



CURRENT STATISTICS

These numbers have been climbing steadily since the beginning of the year.

Average Total Hits per day Over 26,500
Home Page Hits per day Over 8,000
Average Visit duration Over 8 minutes
Total Storage needed Over 1,000 Megabytes
Database Member Records Over 5,500

The Average Visit duration is especially satisfying. People are spending over 8 minutes at our
web site per visit. The information we are publishing is being read, and maybe the public is
giving our Humans to Mars missions serious thought.

DOMAIN NAMES

The Mars Society has many INTERNET domain  names in use or affiliated with our site. Here is
a list of the most notable ones:

• MarsSociety.Org
o Arctic.MarsSociety.org



o Desert.MarsSociety.org
o Chapters.MarsSociety.org
o Home.MarsSociety.org

• MarsSociety.Com
• NewMars.Com
• Mars.NW.Net
• Plus many International Chapter Sites, such as MarsSociety.org.au, MarsSociety.de and

planete-mars.com

FUTURE PLANS

We have many plans for future projects, upgrades, and improvements. Many will succeed or fail
depending on the volunteers, funding and support that is available. YOU can make a difference.

• Upgrade the SQL / Database support
• Install and connect Web Cam’s at the Habitat’s we support
• Weather information, live from the Arctic or Desert Research Stations
• Automatic News clippings on Mars Related Topics
• Our OWN server hardware with high-speed connection to the NET
• ???

If one of these projects appeals to you, please contact the Webmaster and donate time, money or
services to ensure the Mars Society Web pages will continue to  provide interesting, accurate
content to our members and the general public.


